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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
19, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The phrase "such that" recited in line 2 of claim 8 should be deleted to render the 
claim positive. 

The phrase "can be" recited in line 2 of claim 8 should be deleted to render the 
claim positive. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 11 2, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. 

Claim 4 recites "the allocated logical channel before a transfer of the data" in line 
3. The limitation is not supported by the original disclosure. Applicant's disclosure (page 
3, lines 5-10) recites the logical is allocated after and at the same time as the transfer of 
the data. Nonetheless, the cited reference (see paragraph 6) teaches the recited claim 
limitations. It is suggested that applicant either points out the part of the disclosure that 
supports the limitations of claim 4 or delete the limitations to overcome this rejection. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "a reception unit" in line 2. There is no mention of a 
reception unit in the disclosure. Applicant is required to amend the limitation to "a 
reception station". 
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Claim 6 recites the limitation "the reception unit" in line 3. There is no antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim as there is no mention of "a reception unit" in the 
disclosure. Applicant is required to amend the limitation to "a reception station". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Landez 
et al.(US 5,124,983). 

For claim 1 , Landez discloses a control station (Fig 1 , element 2); 

At least one reception station (stations A or B in Figure 1); 

A data bus (Fig 1 , bus 1 ) configured to operate in a multiplex mode and coupled 
to the control station and the reception station (column 2, lines 25-31 and see 
connections in Fig 1); and 

A control bus (bus 4 of Fig 1 ) coupled to the control station and the reception 
station (see connections in Fig 1 ), wherein the control station is configured to allocate a 
logical channel via the control bus, between the control station and the reception station 
(column 2, lines 57-67) 

For claim 2, Landez discloses transmitting an address by the control station via 
the data bus and continuously monitoring the data bus by the reception station; 
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Soliciting the reception station when the address transmitted by the control 
station matches an address designated for the reception station and allocating a logical 
channel between the solicited reception station and the control station via the control 
bus; and 

Interchanging data between the control station and the reception station for a 
time period that the logical channel remains allocated to the reception station (column 2, 
lines 57-67 wherein data is interchanged for the time period during which the channel is 
allocated) 

For claim 3, Landez discloses soliciting the reception station through the control 
bus by calling the allocated logical channel at a same as a transfer of the data (column 
2, lines 57-67) 

For claim 4, Landez discloses soliciting the reception station through the control 
bus by calling the allocated logical channel before a transfer of the data (column 2, lines 
57-67 wherein the channel is allocated before data transfer). 

For claim 5, Landez discloses at least one reception station (stations A or B in 
Figure 1); 

A data bus configured to operate in a multiplex mode and coupled to the control 
station and the reception station (column 2, lines 25-31 and see connections in Fig 1); 
and 

A control bus (Fig 1 , bus 1 ) coupled to the control station and the reception 
station, wherein the control station is configured to allocate a logical channel via the 
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control bus, between the control station and the reception station (column 2, lines 57- 
67) 

Wherein the control station and the reception station interchange data for a time 
period while the logical channel remains allocated to the reception station (column 2, 
lines 57-67 wherein data is interchanged for the time period during which the channel is 
allocated) 

For claim 6, Landez discloses the control station is configured to transmit an 
address of a reception unit on the data bus before data is to be interchanged between 
the control station and the reception unit (column 2, lines 57-67 wherein the channel is 
allocated before data transfer). 

For claim 7, Landez discloses the reception station is configured to continuously 
monitor the data bus and determine when the address transmitted by the control station 
matches an address designated for the reception station (column 2, lines 57-67). 

For claim 8, Landez discloses the control station allocates a logical channel 
between the control station and the reception station for data to be interchanged 
between the two stations (column 2, lines 57-67 wherein the channel is allocated before 
data transfer). 

For claim 9, Landez discloses the data is interchanged between the control 
station and the reception station for a time period that the logical channel remains 
allocated on the control bus (column 2, lines 57-67 wherein data is interchanged for the 
time period during which the channel is allocated) 
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For claim 10, Landez discloses the reception station is configured to continuously 
monitor the control bus and determine when a logical channel transmitted by the control 
bus matches the allocated logical channel designated for the reception station (column 
2, lines 57-67). 

For claims 11-13, Landez discloses the data is interchanged between the control 
station and the reception station until the control station allocates the logical channel to 
another reception station (column 2, lines 57-67). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FARAH FAROUL whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1421 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 6:30 AM - 4 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on 571-272-6703. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Farah Faroul/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2416 

/FIRMIN BACKER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



